By A. E. BARCLAY, Captain R.A.M.C.' A YEAR ago it was my privilege to read before this Section a note on a new method of bullet extraction by means of a specially designed and electrically connected pair of forceps, to which a fluorescent screen was attached, with which bullets and other metallic foreign bodies could be removed under guidance of the X-rays.
If a preliminary note is made, it is only fair to supplement this in the light of further experience, whether the results are all that were expected or not. In this particular case it is particularly difficult to assess the facts-war alters so many things. The instrument, when perfected, performed its extractions well and with extraordinarily little damage to tissues, but, apart from the surgical considerations, there were limitations:
(1) It could only be used in the direct line of the rays.
(2) It required experience and a knowledge of working with X-ray shadows to perform the extractions quickly and safely.
(3) The dangers of prolonged exposure to X-rays are not appreciated by a very large proportion of Army X-ray workers (who h-ave had no experience in X-ray therapeutics), and such an instrument as this is therefore unsafe in their hands.
My own experience with the apparatus was successful, apart from slight, if annoying, deficiencies in the instrument, which were eventually overcome. When once the push of last July started, however, there was no further time available for this work and in consequence it has had to be laid aside. Perhaps when the War is over and we have a properly trained staff of radiologists to send out in charge of X-ray departments, the instrument may come to its own, but in the present state of affairs I have no hesitation in saying that its use, in the vast majority of military hospitals, would be accompanied by very grave risk not only to operators but also to patients.
